It’s Never Too Late to Learn

Fun With Fu ng| Every now and then a special moment happens; this summer at
Gilwell Scout Leaders Reunion | met a very special old gentleman,
The fungus season started with promise, Laurie, of 89 years old. Laurie joined the Scouting movement at 16, at

as the Bushcraft Magazine stand display which time he tried fire by friction, with a few others, and just

at the Weald Wood Fair on the 17th of never succeeded, despite many attempts over many years,
September (below) demonstrates. until now...

October’s drought in the south-east has rendered them thin
on the ground. While we pray for rain, why not amuse
yourself by seeing how many of those pictured you
can identify? (Latin names, too, please). Send them
in to editor@bushcraft-magazine.co.uk Highest
number correct wins a prize.

This made my year. I've taught this to many people over the
years but this was a special moment.

Laurie watched me do a demo to a crowd of leaders and afterwards
told me his history, briefly. As a scout he met Baden Powell and
then made it through the Second World War to go back to the
scouting movement to help disabled children become Scouts. He
himself has had polio from the age of 4 and now is very poorly and
has severe muscle wastage. I’'m not even scratching the surface
really, the man is amazing and | could have listened to him all day.

Well here it is shortened, still gives me goose bumps.

JP Lamouwr
Woodlife Trails

Once in a while something comes
along that just has to be shared. | have a Mmm-kettle
one pint Kelly Kettle that lives in the car.

It lives there because, much as | love it,
it’s big, bulky and awkward to carry around
strapped to the outside of a rucksack. It will now be retired.

The guys over at the Ultra Light Kettle Company have come up
with a brilliant modern take on the double-walled storm kettle
concept — the Mkettle! It is small and compact, but still manages to
hold a pint. It has a unique neoprene sleeve, which means you can just pick it
up and pour. The sleeve also insulates it nicely so that the
water boils more quickly — in about 6 mins on a single
wax/sawdust firelighter. It comes with a nice water-
proof bag and silicone bung so you can carry your
water in it for that solo brew. The Mkettle is so
small it will fit in the side pocket of my rucksack and
will probably find a permanent place there.

I think it is safe to say, | love it!

Bardsten

http://www.mkettle.com/
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My Favourite Bit of Kit

This has to be the ubiquitous multi-tool.

Widely condemned as being a hash of second grade toys, mine is on my belt
constantly, and has got me out of trouble on countless occasions.

| like to keep it simple, as a heavy ungainly lump of stainless is not going to
stay on your belt for long. Who needs a toothpick or a nail file in the woods
anyway?

Quality is not always dependent on price. A friend was presented with a US
Marine Corps issue tool and found that his flat blade screwdriver bent just as
easily as my £4.99 version did. The stainless blade doesn’t keep a keen edge
for long but with regular sharpening it’s there when you need it.

Phil treland
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